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From Share My Lesson
comes this series and
discussion board
featuring many
webinars and
materials useful to
navigating how to use
Al in your teaching.

Al and
Education

Join the team from the Al Educator Brain, which
includes AFT’s Share My Lesson director Kelly
Booz; New York City Public Schools teacher Sari
Beth Rosenberg and EdBrAIn, our Al teammate
(yes, it named and designed itself!). In this
community, we will dissect the pros and cons of
Al tools in education. Our mission: to determine
how Al can support teaching and learning, and
when it might be best to stick with tried-and-
true methods.

Some webinars include:

Commonsense Guardrails for Using Advanced
Technology in Schools

The Al Educator Brain on Al Literacy: Navigating
the Election Frenzy—Truth or Trickery?

The Al Educator Brain on To Grade or Not to
Grade: Al's Role in Assessing Student Work

The Al Educator Brain on Differentiation and Al:
Empowering Educators and Engaging_Parents

The Al Educator Brain on Al-Powered Visuals for
Engaging_Students

The Al Educator Brain on Lesson Planning with Al:
Teaching_ Sidekick or Sci-Fi Overlord?

www.covteachalliance.org

FIRST ORDER OF
BUSINESS... OUTLAW
UNQUALIFIED DEI HIRES!
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AFT Sues Department of Education
Over DEI Directive

The AFT and the American Sociological
Association filed a federal lawsuit challenging
arecent U.S. Department of Education “Dear
Colleague” letter. The letter, issued on Feb. 14,
threatens to withhold federal funding from
educational institutions that do not comply
with its policy. The AFT argues that it
undermines civil rights laws and restricts the
teaching of accurate history, including topics
on slavery, diversity, and inclusion.

The lawsuit asserts that the directive is
unconstitutional, harms students by limiting
critical thinking and historical understanding.
Randi Weingarten criticized the policy as an
attack on knowledge and equal opportunity. It
will have a harmful impact on students,
educators, and academic freedom. The lawsuit
aims to prevent what the plaintiffs see as an
overreach of federal authority and a violation
of American educational values.

February 2025

Membership
Meeting Dates:

March 13th
May 8th

ASFMS @ 4PM

Stop Elon Musk from invading
upon Americans’ tax and

other private data

The Privacy Act of 1974, created in
response to post-Watergate
concerns, limits government
overreach by granting individuals
control over their personal data,
restricting agency disclosures, and
enforcing strict accountability
measures.

It appears Musk has hacked into
millions of Americans’ personal
information and now has access to
their taxes, Social Security, student
debt and financial aid filings. Musk’s
so-called Department of
Government Efficiency was not
created by Congress—it is operating
with zero transparency and in clear
violation of federal law.

This is outrageous, and it must be
stopped. Click "start writing” below to
Congress and the Trump
administration to stop Musk from
invading upon our personal
information.

Contact Your Senators Here

3 Hazel Street Coventry, RI 02816 (401) 828-8000


https://actionnetwork.org/letters/stop-elon-musk-from-stealing-americans-tax-and-other-private-data
https://www.ed.gov/media/document/dear-colleague-letter-sffa-v-harvard-109506.pdf
https://www.ed.gov/media/document/dear-colleague-letter-sffa-v-harvard-109506.pdf
https://sharemylesson.com/teaching-resource/commonsense-guardrails-using-advanced-technology-schools-406879
https://sharemylesson.com/teaching-resource/commonsense-guardrails-using-advanced-technology-schools-406879
https://sharemylesson.com/webinars/ai-literacy-navigating-election-frenzy
https://sharemylesson.com/webinars/ai-literacy-navigating-election-frenzy
https://sharemylesson.com/webinars/ai-educator-brain-grade-or-not-grade-ais-role-assessing-student-work
https://sharemylesson.com/webinars/ai-educator-brain-grade-or-not-grade-ais-role-assessing-student-work
https://sharemylesson.com/webinars/differentiation-and-ai
https://sharemylesson.com/webinars/differentiation-and-ai
https://sharemylesson.com/webinars/ai-educator-brain-ai-powered-visuals-engaging-students
https://sharemylesson.com/webinars/ai-educator-brain-ai-powered-visuals-engaging-students
https://sharemylesson.com/webinars/ai-educator-brain-lesson-planning-ai-teaching-sidekick-or-sci-fi-overlord
https://sharemylesson.com/webinars/ai-educator-brain-lesson-planning-ai-teaching-sidekick-or-sci-fi-overlord
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The Federal Role in Education:
Past, Present, & Future?

In 1867 President Andrew Johnson signed
the Department of Education Act. There
were only three clerks with Henry Barnard
(the same person who founded what
became Rhode Island College) that
worked there. The original department
was limited to collecting statistics on the

condition of education in our country. Only

one year later, Barnard asked for more
funds and Congress demoted the
department instead to the Office of
Education within the Department of

Interior (this part of our government today

oversees management of federal lands
and natural resources). The southern
states were distrustful of any federal
intervention (sound familiar today?) and
wanted to control their segregated
schools.

It wasn't until decades later that Congress

passed the 1917 Smith-Hughes Vocational

Education Act in the interest of addressing

widespread illiteracy among the large
influx of immigrants coming into our
country. The motivation was to provide
government welfare to entice illiterate
immigrants from joining the communist
and anarchist movements. The
communists in the Soviet Union later
motivated Congress again to pass the
1958 National Defense Education Act to
compete in the Space Race, endorsing
science and foreign language.

It wasn't until the 1960s where the federal
role in education grew dramatically with
the Elementary and Secondary Education
Act as part of Johnson’s Great Society
policies. This law provided technology,
training, resources, and parental

involvement programs. It also emphasized

the equal access to education for all
children.

AFL-CIO

AMERICA’S UNIONS

Congress reauthorized it for years as it
involved from the Equal Educational
Opyportunities Act of 1974, to the No Child Left
Behind Act in 2001 and, eventually, Every Child
Succeeds Act with which we are working
under today. These major pieces of legislation
were overseen by the Federal Security Agency
which the Office of Education was moved to in
1939, eventually moving again the US.
Department of Health, Education and Welfare
from 1953 to 1979. Finally, the Department of
Education was signed into law under
President Jimmy Carter in 1979. President
Trump claims that his plan is to eliminate or
shut down the Department of Education. Our
Constitution doesn’t allow for this as it would
take an act of Congress to do so. Moreover,
the legislation mentioned above, passed by
Congress, would remain law. If Congress does
vote to terminate the Department, other
agencies of our government would likely take
over the different tasks created in past
legislation. Know that already our school meal
programs are overseen by the Agriculture
Department and the Department of Health
and Human Services runs Head Start.

One of the largest concerns among many is
what happens to Title 1 funding. Given that
almost all school districts across the country
get a share of that money, it would likely
continue and be implemented by another
agency. Most importantly, what happens to
special education? The Individuals with
Disabilities Education Act (1975) was originalll

run by the Health and Human Services (HHS

predecessor. This law affects almost 8 million
children and would likely be moved back to
HHS.

What is the motivation behind eliminating the
Department of Education? Between federal,
state, and local governments, our country
spends $857.2 billion dollars on K-12 schools.
The campaign dollars behind Trump’s
proposed voucher platform want access to
these funds. Deregulation and a lack of
accountability, make this easier.

LOVING AMERICA
IS YOUR
HOMEWORK/
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Department of People Who Work
for aLiving

We'll be ensuring the federal
government works for working people
and isn't destroyed by billionaires like
Elon Musk. We'll report on the facts of
the Department of Government
Efficiency (DOGE) cuts and what you
can do to fight back.

Message from Liz Schuler - President

of the AFL-CIO
(Click on the image for video)
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3¢ Bluesky

Join Us on Bluesky!

Since Elon Musk's acquisition of
Twitter, now rebranded as X, he has
faced criticism for banning
journalists who are critical of him,
allegedly censoring Democratic
perspectives, and promoting far-
right extremist content, despite his
claims of being a "free speech
absolutist.”

Let us not support him as he
dismantles the Department of
Education. Please click the image
below and switch to Bluesky!
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@covteachallianceri.bsky.social



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OD5IKAm6nt4
https://bsky.app/profile/covteachallianceri.bsky.social

