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Chromebooks could be first step in plan’s process
Coventry School district hopes to expand technology with student laptops
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COVENTRY — School officials
introduced the Teach, Tech 21, a con-
cise plan for teachers to prepare stu-
dents for the necessary skills for the
21st century.

I’m so excited to be presenting this
tonight,” Coventry School Superin-
tendent Mike Almeida said. “We had
a whole crew of people who helped
in putting this together and we went
out and looked at what other districts
are doing and why.”

The goals, in part, are to create an
educational culture and learning ex-

perience that is characteristic of vari-
ous models of blended learning, en-
hance collaboration between
teachers, students, and parents; per-
sonalize and differentiate instruction,
improve student engagement and
achievement and expand teaching
and learning outside the classroom.
Some of the plan’s objectives in-
clude integrating software, applica-
tion and technology devices into
teaching and learning, utilizing tech-
nology devices for testing purposes,
develop teachers and support staff
who will embrace and integrate tech-
nology in the curriculum and develop
technology-rich classrooms.

“Students are so much more en-
gaged when the walls are broken
down,” Almeida explained.

The first of many steps in the im-
plementation process would be to de-
termine and coordinate distribution of
devices for a three-year lease cycle,
which would provide Chromebooks
to all teachers and for one-to-one stu-
dent access in grades six through 12,
and provide grade-level, shared ac-
cess to Chromebooks for students in
grades three through five.

Jason Martin, director of technol-
ogy, explained that current technol-
ogy is very spotty.

“In some areas in the schools, you

can pick it up, in other areas, you
can’t,” he said. i

Jim Murphy, network administra-
tor, explained a Chromebook is a per-
sonal computer running the Chrome
OS operating system, a web-based
system. It has multi levels of security
and the most popular Google prod-
ucts for education build in.

It was selected by the district based
on technology goals and the technol-
ogy committee’s research and analy-
sis of other district technology
programs using the same device.

“We can spread this type of device
over more of population of students,”
he said.

Martin said there’s a while bidding
process going on for the best type to
get so they can fit into the students’
backpacks so they won’t get crushed
by books.

“As far as professional develop-
ment, teachers would learn, in part,
how to utilize Google in Education as
the primary platform for student
work, sharing of documents, collab-
oration, storage of documents and
other uses.

The three-year cycle would begin
this March for all classroom teachers
with 332 devices. All students in
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Plan would give
students laptops

Continued from Page A-1

grades six through 12 (2,750
students) will be issued a
Chromebook in September of
this year as well as students in
grades three through five will
be issues 25 devices to share
(425).

Coventry Assistant Superin-
tendent Mike Convery ex-
plained that in September
2017, a new cycle will begin
with the number of devices to
be determined.

According to the numbers in
the paperwork, for grades six
through 12, (2,750 devices),
each device costs $249 for a
‘total cost of $687,472.50 at an
interest rate of 11 percent.

“We’re working with the
banks to see if we can even get
that interest rate down more, so
they cost less,” Almeida said

Every textbook company is
now required to have a digital
edition.

Convery said there will be a
student liability and asset man-

agement plan where regular in-
ventories and inspections will
be conducted.

Lynne Burke, director if ed-
ucational technology and in-
formation systems, explained
that this is a great way to re-en-
ergize students.

“In addition to reading, writ-
ing and arithmetic, we’re
going to add communication
and technology,” she had. “Our
kids, come September, will
have this. Not mention the or-
ganization skills they’ll learn-
and it will update itself, bring
students and teachers to-
gether.”

The shared sets of 25 for
grades three through five will
also cost $249 per unit and a
total cost of $106,245.75 also
at 11 percent interest. _

Teachers will have many op-
portunities to learn the devices
through faculty meetings, pro--
fessional development days,-
drop-in opportunities and sum-
mer workshops.



